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William McKinley. 


Born Jan. 29, 1843. Died Sept. 14, 1901. 


‘*It is God’s way: His will, not ours, be done.”—Last words of President McKinley. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


HERE are thirty thousand 
promises in the Bible, and it 
would seem as if Christians needed 
them all in rounding out the period 
of human life. Sunshine and shadow, 
smiles and tears, joy and sorrow, 
prosperity and adversity are insepar- 
able in human existence. This is the 
experience of every thoughtful per- 
son, and as it is with individuals, so 
with nations. While this year is said 
to be one of the most prosperous in 
every civilized country in the history 
of the world, the nations are plunged 
into mourning by the death of Presi- 
dent McKinley. It was not merely the 
death of one man, however good 
and great he might have been, that 
afflicted the peoples of the earth, but 
the circumstances which attended the 
awful tragedy deeply touched their 
hearts. The editor was in the center of 
Scotland when the intelligence came 
that an anarchist had 
our beloved President while in the 
act of shaking hands in friendly 
greeting, and when the circum- 
stances were related in full, the shot 


assassinated 


of the assassin seemed to penetrate 
the heart of every one present. No 
private sorrow could surpass all that 
was felt in every part of Great Britain 
and wherever the English language 
is spoken. People with 
blanched faces as they asked, why did 
God permit such a foul deed? Even 
as a mother with a breaking heart 
questions the providence that has 
taken her child from her, so did men 
and women ask what providence was 
there in such an awful crime. 

We have to go back to the first 
things in the Christian religion to 
understand God's way in dealing 
with us. Why did He permit His 
Son to suffer for us, and why does 
He allow the righteous to be afflict- 
ed? “Beloved,” Peter in his 
first Epistle, “think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to 
try though strange 
thing happened unto you; but re- 
joice, inasmuch as ye are partakers 
of Christ’s sufferings; that when His 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy.” 


stood 


says 


you, as some 
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PRESIDENT McKINLEY. 


For the third time in the history of 
our country, its President has been 
assassinated. On September 6, 1901, 
at a public reception in the Temple 
of Music, at the Pan-American Ex- 
position, Buffalo, N. Y., William Mc- 
Kinley, one of the greatest presidents 
the Republic has ever produced, was 
shot down by Leon Czolgosz, an anar- 
chist of Polish descent. Advancing 
in the line of people who shook the 
President’s hand was this human 
wretch, whose right hand was cov- 
ered by a handkerchief, as if disabled. 
The President extended his hand to 
greet him, when instantly two shots 
came from a concealed revolver in 
Czolgosz’s covered hand, one shot in- 
flicting a flesh wound in the breast, 
and the other penetrating the abdo- 
men, and resulting fatally. Before the 
traitor could fire again he was hurled 
to the floor by enraged bystanders 
who would have torn him to pieces 
had he not been rescued by officers 
and dragged to a room near by, in 
which he was locked and guarded. As 
he was overpowered, he shouted: “I 
am an anarchist; I did my duty.” 

The President sank into the arms 
of his friends, exclaiming, it is said, 
“May God forgive him!” Seeing that 
the assassin might be killed, he said: 
“Don’t let him be hurt.” He was 
immediately borne to the Emergency 
Hospital, where an operation was suc- 
cessfully performed by eminent sur- 
geons. He was then removed to the 
residence of Mr. John G. Milburn, 
president of the Pan-American Expo- 
sition, where the end came, Septem- 
ber 14, amid the sobs of his friends. 

A lengthy review of the life of 
William McKinley is impossible with- 


in the limits of this article, but a few 
references to his distinguished career 
and noble character may serve to em- 
phasize the esteem in which he was 
held by his countrymen as well as the 
universal regret at “the deep damna- 
tion of his taking off.” 

He was born at Niles, Trumbull 
county, Ohio, January 29, 1843. He 
descended from Scotch-Irish ances- 
try, his  great-great-grandfather, 
James McKinley, having come 
from the North of Ireland to 
the United States in the first 
half of the Eighteenth Century 
and settled in York county, Pa. His 
great-grandfather, David McKinley, 
served his country as a private in the 
war of the Revolution. His father, 
William McKinley, Sr., moved with 
his parents in childhood from Penn- 
sylvania to Ohio, where the late 
president was born and grew to man- 
hood under such educational auspices 
as the time and locality afforded. An 
old citizen of Poland, Ohio, where 
young McKinley was a student in the 
academy, said of him: “He was al- 
ways studying, studying, studying all 
the time.” Here also he became a 
Christian, uniting with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and bearing une- 
quivocal testimony to the grace of 
God in Christ. Arising in the con- 
gregation, the young student said: 
“IT am determined to be a Christian. 
I believe that God is the greatest and 
best Being of the universe, and I am 
determined to love and serve Him. I 
believe religion is the best thing in all 
the world, and I am going to seek it 
with all my heart until I find it.” This 
stand for religion had great influence 
on the younger people of the com- 
munity. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War, 
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he enlisted in Company E, Twenty- 
third Ohio Regiment, with which he 
fought in many battles. He was suc- 
cessively promoted to be commissary 
sergeant, second lieutenant, first lieu- 
tenant, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, and major. Upon his discharge 
from the army in 1865, he began the 
study of law; was admitted to the bar 
in 1867, and achieved an enviable 
reputation in that profession. He was 
first elected to Congress in 1876. In 
1888 he framed the Republican Na- 
tional Platform. Author of the fa- 
mous McKinley Tariff Bill (1889), 
and twice elected governor of Ohio 
(1891 and 1893), he was the most con- 
spicuous candidate of his party for the 
Presidency, to» which high office he 
was elected, in 1896, and re-elected in 
1900. 

His administration was marked by 
events which will make it memorable 
in the country’s history. The event 
above all others that brought into 
requisition his intellectual powers and 
evinced his qualities as a statesman, 
was the Spanish-American War, in 
which our army and navy added fresh 
laurels to the fame of the Republic. 
With this war, ended forever Spain’s 
career in the Western Hemisphere, 
and her possession of the Philippines, 
‘that fair archipglago, over which the 
stars and stripes now wave as the 
symbol of American ideas in the 
East. The manner in which Mr. Mc- 
Kinley handled the grave questions 
connected with this war and its re- 
sults, won for him the admiration and 
respect of all civilized nations. His 
financial and expansion policies have 
been endorsed by the vast majority of 
the American people, and will doubt- 
less be the settled policies of the 
country. 
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Since his re-election, he has grown 
greatly in the estimation of his coun- 
trymen, irrespective of party. In his 
last public speech, uttered at the Ex- 
position, on the day before the assas- 
sin’s bullet laid him low, were senti- 
ments that will endear his memory to 
every patriot and lover of mankind. 
Among these, the following is fit to 
be engraved on his monument: 

“Let us ever remember that our inter- 
est 1s in concord, not conflict, and that our 
real eminence rests in the victories of 
peace, not those of war.” 

The whole land Even 
those who have felt obliged to differ 
from Mr. McKinley in some respects, 
are excelled by none in henoring his 
memory. 

His devout faith and submission to 
God meke his last days on earth a 
cause of thanksgiving to all who be- 
lieve in the Christian religion. As he 
lay on the operator’s table and Defore 
Lecoming unconscious under the in- 
fluence of anmsthetics, he prayed: 
“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, Thy will be done.” The death- 
bed was a scene never to be forgotten. 
“Good-by,” he said; “all good-by. 

Let His will, not 
As he was sinking 
into. unconsciousness, he murmured 
lines from the hymn, “Nearer, My 
God, to Thee.” Faintly came the 
wortls: 


mourns. 


It is God’s way. 
ours, be done.” 


“Even though it be a cross 
That raiseth me.” 
A pause, and softly he murmured: 
“Angels to beckon me, 
Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 
So passed to be with God, the spirit 
of the great American, William Mc- 
Kinley. 
Never did there 


occur greater 


manifestations of popular love and 
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grief than characterized the funeral 
journey from Buffalo to Washington, 
where service was held in the Capitol, 
Bishop Andrews, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, delivering a most 
beautiful and touching address, and 
thence to Canton, Ohio, where an- 
other service was held in the Church 
of which the honored dead was a 
member, and where the body was laid 
inthe tomb. The entire nation joined 
in the procession. Immediately upon 
assuming office, President Roosevelt 
proclaimed Thursday, the day of the 
burial, as a memorial day throughout 
the land. Services were held in all 
houses of worship, and the tokens of 
respect for the memory of our mar- 
tyred President were universal. In 
the great cities, at a signal, cars, vehi- 
cles and all of travel were 
stopped in recognition of the inter- 
ment, when the din of traffic ceased 
and silence reigned for five minutes. 
The pulse of commerce stood still. 
Here and there could be heard the 
tender strains of “Nearer, My God, 
to Thee.” N. W. 


His Last Words. 
“Nearer, My Thee” was 
written by the English poetess, Mrs. 
Sarah Fuller (Flower) Adams, who 
was born in 1805, and died in 1848. 
She and Robert Browning were great 
friends, and Leigh Hunt called her 


“rare mistress of thought and tears.” 
She was a Unitarian, but a very spir- 
itually minded and a Christian one. 
One of the most beautiful of her ver- 
ses—not quite a hymn, or adapted for 
congregational singing—is: 


means 


God, to 


“He sendeth sun, He sendeth shower, 
Alike they're needful for the flower.” 
This was sung over her grave. Her 
great hymn, “Nearer, My God, to 
Thee” is, of course, based on Jacob’s 
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vision at Bethel. As a writer has 
said—‘“It sets forth with happy em- 
phasis the purest and loftiest of all 
aspirations, but wisely recognizes that 
what sometimes seems to hinder, may 
be made to help.” Her next best- 
known hymn is “Part in Peace.” It 
occurs in her dramatic poem which 
tells of Vivia Perpetua, a Christian 
martyr, being put to death in the be- 
ginning of the third century at Car- 
thage. Perpetua and a little com- 
pany of Christians sang it in a cave- 
sepulchre just after they had heard 
that an edict had been issued for their 
arrest. And they again sung it after 
partaking of the Lord’s Supper, on 
the night before their martyrdom. 
Mrs. Adams was a beautiful charac- 
ter, and Robert Browning said “that 
if any women inspired ‘Pauline’ it was 
she.” 


Nearer, My y God, to Thee. 


Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee; 

E’en though it be a cross 
That raiseth me, 

Still all my song shall be— 

Nearer, my God, to Thee! 
Nearer to Thee! 


Though, like a wanderer, 
The sun gone down, 

Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone; 

Yet in my dreams I’d be 

Nearer, my God, to Thee! 
Nearer to Thee! 


There let the way appear 
Steps unto neaven; 

All that Thou sendest me, 
In mercy given; 

Angels to beckon me 

Nearer, my God, to Thee! 
Nearer to Thee! 


Then, with my waking thoughts 
Bright with thy praise, 

Out of my stony griefs 
3ethel I'll raise; 

So by my woes to be 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee! 
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By courtesy of the New York Evangelist. 


Theodore Roosevelt, Twenty-sixth President of the United States. 
Born in New York, October 27, 1858. 


Our new President is the youngest 
man who has occupied the White 
House. He has inherited the best 
blood of the old New 
York, is a graduate of Harvard Uni- 


families of 


versity, and has distinguished himself 
in public life as a statesman, soldier 
and author. He is a devout Chris- 
tian, and is admired and loved by all 


the people. God bless him! 
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A Christian Soldier’s Experi- 
ences. 
BY GENERAL T. M. 

VIL. 
Sheridan’s campaign in the Shenan- 
doah Valley virtually closed with the 


battle of Cedar Creek on October 19, 
1864, that ever memorable day on 


HARRIS. 


which he turned the defeat and disas- 
ter of the morning into a most glorious 
victory in the afternoon. His army 
went into camp near Middletown. 
On the morning of that ever 
memorable nineteenth of October I was 
in command of a brigade, and had the 
left of our line, and so it was my 
brigade that was struck on the flank in 
the surprise of that morning and 
On 
the evening of that day I was in com- 


broken to pieces and scattered. 


mand 
Thoburn, the commander of the divi- 


sion, 


of the division, Colonel Joseph 


having been mortally wounded. 
The division flag came to me on the 
My 


commission as a Brigadier-General 


field as the officer next in rank. 


by brevet was given for my conduct 
on that day. 

About the middle of December a 
new division was organized out of the 
army of West Virginia, and the com- 
mand of it was given to me. I was or- 
dered to report with my division to 
General Grant at City Point, and ar- 
rived there on Christmas Day, if I re- 
member rightly. An officer was sent 
out with me to show me a place to put 
my command in camp, and on my re- 
turn in the dusk of the evening, as 
I went on the transport to 
spend the night, I missed my footing 
on the gang plank and fell off into the 
river. 


board 


I was clothed in heavy winter 
clothing—had on a blue army overcoat 
and heavy winter boots. 


I was greatly 
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chilled when I dropped into the water, 


and at once realized situation. 


I began treading the water vigor- 


my 


.ously with my hands and feet and 


in that way managed to get my head 
above water. As soon as my head was 
out of the water I looked and saw that 
the transport was six or eight feet from 
me on my right, and the perpendicu- 
lar wall of the wharf about the same 
distance to my left and sixty feet of 
water beneath me. 1 was compelled 
to realize that I was utterly helpless 
to save myself, and closed my eyes 
and turned my thoughts elsewhere. I 
heard a voice above saying, “Bring a 
rope.” Then a rope was lowered 
down to me and I seized it with both 
hands,and was then drawn up, but so 
great was the weight of my body, cov- 
ered with heavy clothing full of water, 
that | found the muscles of my hands 
and arms to be feeble, and the strain 
was_so great that I felt 1 could hold 
on no longer, and was about to let go 
when I felt the grasp of hands on my 
arms and the strain was then less, and 
I was lifted onto the gangway and was 
saved. 

I have thus minutely described this 
incident to give thanks to my Heaven- 
ly Father for His mercy to me, and 
also because it partly illustrates the 
case of the awakenedsinner whomthe 
Spirit of God has made to see and re- 
alize his true condition. In danger of 
going down to eternal death and utter- 
ly helpless in himself, he must see 
as I did that his help must come from 
above. He must keep hold on the hope 
set before him, as I did on that rope. 
When he thus lays hold on Jesus, al- 
though he has not power in himself 
to keep that hold, he will be lifted as 
I was, and his feet will be placed upon 
the rock Christ. 
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TWO GREAT BOOKS. 


BY NEWTON WRAY, 
il. 


N the previous article two points 

were made: 1. The greatest need 

of the Church 1s prayer, and 2. The 

greatest lack in the Church is prayer. 
Consider now, 

3. The cause of this lack. The fail- 
ure to realize the prayer-life, so gen- 
eral among professors of religion, is a 
fact deplored by those who long for 
the coming of Christ’s kingdom. The 
reasons for this failure are not difficult 
to find. Wrong views of prayer will 
prevent such a realization. To hold 
with some that the chief, if not sole, 
purpose of prayer is self-development 
is to rear a barrier to faith and divest 
prayer of its glory, which is, as Mr. 
Murray says, “to obtain the answer. 
It is in prayer and its answer that the 
interchange of love between the Father 
and His child takes place.” 
prayer on earth and God’s answer in 
heaven are meant for each other.” 
(With Christ in the School of Prayer.) 
The exercise of fellowship with God 
will not long be continued where 
definite answers to definite requests are 
unknown. It is those who expect and 
receive such answers that realize most 
deeply the blessedness of this fellow- 
ship and make the greatest spiritual 
progress. The teaching of Christ never 
emphasized the reflex action of prayer, 
as this view does, but made it consist 
in asking and receiving “whatsoever” 
the petitioner desired. The ministry 
of intercession, while its end is the 
salvation of men, involves both com- 
munion and growth. He who engages 
in that ministry shall not fail of these. 

“Tf once believers were awake to the 
glory of the work of intercession, and 


*Man’s 


to see that in it, and the definite plead- 
ing for definite gifts on definite spheres 
and persons, lie our highest fellowship 
with our glorified Lord, and our only 
real power to bless men, it would be 
seen that there can be no truer fellow- 
ship with God than these definite pe- 
titions and their answers, by which we 
become the channel of His grace and 
life to men. Then our fellowship with 
the Father is even such as the Son has 
in His intercession.” (The Ministry 
of Intercession, p. 134.) 

Many excuse their prayerlessness by 
the claim that know 
whether their petitions would be ac- 
cording to God's will. 


they do not 


This is a con- 
For, in numerous in- 
stances His will is declared ; the prom- 


fession of sin. 


ises embrace certain things, and to put 
an “if” in such instances, is to insult 
Him and stultify oneself. When the 
word is not explicit, its principles are 
so comprehensive and clear as often to 
suggest the Divine will. Sometimes 
we judge a thing to be of God by the 
burden of prayer laid upon our hearts. 
In any case, the need of being filled 
with the Spirit is evident. He supple- 
ments and vitalizes the Word, bringing 
the promises with power to our minds 
and imparting the initial impulse and 
sustaining energy to our prayers. 
“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities ; for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought; but the 
Spirit Himself maketh intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. And He that searcheth the 


hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because He maketh intercession 
for the saints according to the will of 
God.” (Rom. 8: 26-27.) 

The Word and the Spirit go to- 
gether, and it is our solemn duty to 
be filled and actuated by both. “Be 
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filled with the Spirit.” “Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom.” (Eph. 5: 18; Col. 3: 16.) “It 
is through God’s holy word, taken up 
and kept in the heart, the life, the will; 
and through God's Holy Spirit, ac- 
cepted in His indwelling and leading, 
that we shall learn to know that our 
petitions are according to His will.” 
(lVith Christ in the School of Prayer 
—the Twenty-ninth Lesson, Our Bold- 
ness in Prayer.) 

This that the above-men- 
tioned excuse is only an attempt to hide 


proves 


another and more reprehensible reason 
the true 
meaning of prayer. Fleshly case is the 
hindrance. “It is far easier to the 
flesh to submit without the 
than to yield itself to be searched and 
purified by the Spirit, until it has 
learnt to pray the prayer of faith” 
(With Christ, etc., Fifth Lesson, The 
Certainty of the Answer to Prayer). 
In the chapter on the sin of restrain- 


for failure to experience 


answer 


ing prayer this thought is forcibly ex- 
‘We must see,” declares Mr. 
Murray, “that this restraining prayer, 


pressed. 


with the excuses we make for it, is 
greater sin than we have thought; for 
what does it mean? That we have 
little taste or relish for fellowship with 
God; that our faith rests more on our 
own work and the 
power of God; that we have little sense 


efforts than on 
of the heavenly blessing God waits to 
shower down; that we are not ready 
to sacrifice the ease and confidence of 
the flesh for persevering waiting on 
God; that the spirituality of our life 
and our abiding in Chiist is altogether 
too feeble to prevail in 
prayer.” (The Ministry of Interces- 
sion, p. 74.) 

Here we discern one reason for im- 
portunity in prayer. The petitioner is 


make us 
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not prepared to receive and use the 
blessing sought. He is not in har- 
mony with the mind of God. It is not 
God’s reluctance to answer his prayer, 
but God’s desire to overcome in him 
the hindrances to the answer, that 
causes, in this case, the delay. Hence, 
“as God prevails over us, we prevail 
with God.” (Ministry of Intercession, 
p. 50.) 

It is thus our religious life gets 
righted and enters upon new and en- 
larged experiences. We find our bear- 
ings, recognize our helplessness, and 
are ready to let God have His way 
with us. This makes prayer ‘‘one form 
of crucifixion, of fellowship with 
Christ’s Cross, of our giving up our 
flesh to the death.” “We are brought 
to know our weakness and unworthi- 
ness, and to yield to God’s Spirit to 
pray in us, to take our place in Christ 
Jesus, and abide in Him as our only 
plea with the Father. There our own 
will and strength and goodness are 
crucified. There we rise in Christ to 
newness of life, with our whole will 
dependent on God and set upon His 
glory.” (Jd. p. 52, on Jmportunity). 

The same idea finds forcible utter- 
ance in the chapter on “The Coming 
Revival.” Referring to the fact that 
in the Church of our days there is“‘an 
idolatry of money and talent and cul- 
ture, a worldly spirit, making it un- 
faithful to its one only Husband and 
Lord, a confidence in the flesh which 
grieves and resists God’s Holy Spirit,” 
and that there is almost everywhere “a 
confession of the lack of spirituality 
and spiritual power,” Mr. Murray ex- 
horts all who long for the coming re- 
vival, and seek to hasten it by their 
prayers, to pray above everything that 
the Lord may send forth prophets who 
shall show His people their sins. 
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“Every deep revival among-God’s peo- 
ple must have its roots in a deep sense 
and confession of sin. Until those 
who would lead the Church in the path 
of revival bear faithful testimony 
against the sins of the Church, it is to 
be feared that it will find people un- 
prepared. Men would fain have a re- 
vival as the outgrowth of their agen- 
cies and progress. God’s way is the 
opposite: it is out of death, acknow- 
ledged as the desert of sin, confessed 
as utter helplessness, that He revives.” 
(The Ministry of Intercession, p. 
179.) 

Mr. Murray makes it very clear that 
“what every one who would fain pray 
more faithfully and effectually must 
learn is this: that his whole spiritual 
life is in a sickly state and needs res- 
toration.” None can dispute his state- 
ment that “prayer is meant to be as 
simple and natural as breathing or 
working to a healthy man.” Oh, to 
know that “the reluctance we feel, and 
the failure we confess, are God’s own 
voice calling us to acknowledge our 
disease and to come to Him for the 
healing He has promised’! (Jd. p. 
84, Who Shall Deliver?) 

As Paul would say, “I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,” there 
is deliverance! Why do so few ex- 
perience it? “Some will not admit 
that they are so sick. And some will 
not believe that Christ can make a man 
whole. And some will believe it for 
others, but they are sure it is not for 
them. At the root of all lies the fear 
of the self-denial and the sacrifice 
which will be needed. They are not 
willing to forsake entirely the walk 
after the course of this world, to give 
up all self-will and self-confidence and 
self-pleasing. The walk in Christ and 
like Christ is too straight and hard; 
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they do not will it, they do not will te 
be made whole.” (Jd., p. 101, Wil 
Thou be made Whole?) 

Let those who would be healed heed 
the following: “Give up the idea of 
growing out of your sickly into a 
healthy state, of growing out from un- 
der the law into a life under grace. 

Delay and struggle will equal- 
ly hinder you ; do confess that you can- 
not bring yourself to pray as you 
would, because you cannot give your- 
self the healthy, heavenly life that loves 
to pray, and that knows to count upon 
God’s Spirit to pray in us. Come to 
Christ to heal you. He can in one 
moment make you whole. Not in the 
sense of working a sudden change in 
your feelings, or in what you are in 
yourself, but in the heavenly reality of 
coming in, in response to your surren- 
der and faith, and taking charge of 
your inner life and filing it with Him- 
self and Spirit.” (/bid, p. 100-101.) 

(To be concluded in our next.) 

oeasenaiigiiiiemminan 
Church Finance. 
AN INSPIRING PAMPHLET. 


We beg to call the attention of our 
readers to the pamphlet on the 
methods of “Church Finance,” by the 
Rev. Newton Wray, which has been 
advertised in this Magazine for some 
months past. Pastor Wray is one of 
the spiritual leaders in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, whose counsel and 
admonition will be welcomed by 
Christians of all denominations. Dur- 
ing the twenty-two years of the work 
of Christ’s Mission and of this Maga- 
zine, no importunitv by festivals and 
fairs has been used to obtain money 
for the Lord’s work, and we can, 


therefore, heartily commend _ this 
pamphlet. Faith and trust will be 
rewarded. 
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THE DAWN IN CUBA. 


BY JANET H. HOUSTON, CARDENAS, CUBA, 


VANGELISTIC work in recently 
opened Roman Catholic coun- 

tries must be of interest to converted 
Catholics. How well they know the 
pit from which they have been drawn. 
All the uncertainty of the dawning of 
the light in clouds of doubt and ignor- 
ance; and, too, all the joy of the first 
great gleams of light that finally shoot 
through the darkness. 
fair island of Cuba are just in that 
state, while a goodly number, thank 
God, translated into the 
Kingdom of His dear Son and are re- 
joicing in the full liberty of the sons of 


God. 


Many in this 


have been 


It has been my privilege to help in 
an exceedingly interesting work in 
Cuba in the city of Cardenas, where 
now, after the passing of three years, 
a church of some fifty active members 
Rey. J. G. 
Rall, of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, was the founder of the mis- 
sion, and at first worked under great 
difficulties. Alone, except for the vol- 


is in vigorous operation. 


untary services of a Christian surgeon 
of that division of the United States 
Army then stationed at Cardenas, 
whose assistance given gladly 
without Opposition was 


was 
and stint. 
open and bitter, even to slanderous and 
malicious attacks in the press. All this 
latter has now passed away, dying 
from want of attention on our part. 
The mission has been reinforced by 
six additions and our hands are full of 
fast growing work. From an audience 
of three our large hall is now comfort- 
ably filled at nearly every service, and 
additional seats have been necessary 
from time to time, the congregations 
being composed of the serious, inter- 


ested class rather than of the curious 
or mere sightseers. The members of 
the church promptly respond to the 
financial demands of the church, and 
are alive to their responsibility for the 
souls of their compatriots, many of 
them reading and teaching the Bible 
in the homes of the people. 

One very encouraging feature of the 
Protestant work in Cuba is the large 
sale of Bibles or portions thereof. One 
of the most active of these Bible agents 
is an elder in our church. Sr. Eze- 
quiel Torres sold during the month of 
July 300 Bibles or portions, giving 
gratis 30 additional copies. This pre- 
cious seed is scattered abroad, to be 
followed by prayer and the worker in 
living, personal contact with the pos- 
sessors of it. Cuba needs now a full 
force of workers. The devil and his 
emissaries know more about this seed 
planting than the children of the King- 
dom, and if we do not take care of it 
and help it grow, they will gather it 
up or choke it with the things of this 
world. 

The priests and nuns of Cuba are 
more accessible than those of Mexico 
or the United States. I think work 
among them offers more results.than 
similar work among the same class 
elsewhere. Both priests and sisters 
will at least listen to what is said, in- 
stead of refusing or drowning your 
words with a torrent of their own. A 
converted Catholic of great tact and 
still greater patience might do a fine 
work among the priests and sisters of 
Cuba. 

The surest work here has been, as 
it is always on mission ground, among 
the middle class and the poor, “whose 
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cups are empty.” But we have reason 
to beiieve there are many restive spirits 
in the upper classes who would be glad 
of a leader among themselves to start 
the exodus. I do not know that the 
narrow way that leads to life is any 
more attractive to the average mortal 
in Cuba than it is anywhere else, but 
many in the best social circles are in- 
tellectually turned away from Rome. 

In Cuba one hears much in these days 
of “liberty” and “freedom,” but there 
are so many bonds still unbroken. Cuba 
may be free politically, but she will 
not be so in the highest sense of the 
word untill free fiom Spain’s religion 
as well as from her political power. 

Things done in a corner here and 
there in this island in the name of re- 
ligion are but restive movements, nay, 
treasonable attitudes, to the new order 
of things. For instance, I was present 
at a marriage ceremony recently in 
which the chief participants had been 
legally wedded a year. The officiating 
priest left no point out of the full 
Church ceremony, from confession to 
registration. One resented it as a dis- 
honor to the man and wife and a cruel 
injustice to their unborn child. But 
the “santo padre” rubbed his hands in 
ill-concealed joy over his triumph. 
Such and many kindred acts prove the 
strength of the old chains and the pres- 
ent need of liberty indeed. 


Religion in Cuba. 


Prior to the victory in Santiago 
Bay, Cuba was wholly and exclusive- 
ly Roman Catholic in religion, and 
had been so from the time the Spanish 
authority was first established on the 
island. Hence, the religious condi- 
tion that prevailed there at the time 
of the crushing of Cervera’s fleet, and 
since, was, and is, certainly, the fruit 
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of the labors and methods of that 
church. What that condition was is 
set forth below, as given in the /nde- 
pendent, of August 22. That paper 
says: “A hundred Cuban _ school- 
teachers have lately gone to Harvard 
University for a summer’s term, and a 
Catholic correspondent writes from 
Havana to a dozen Catholic papers: 
‘No concern need be felt lest the Cu- 
ban teachers suffer injury to their 
iaith while at Harvard. On the con- 
trary, they will probably see much 
while there to edify them and profit 
from their contact with American 
Catholics, as did the teachers of last 
year. The American atmosphere is 
less perilous to Catholic faith and 
morals than the Cuban. Atheism, in- 
fidelity, indifferentism, and disrespect 
for things religious are more pro- 
nounced in Cuba than in the United 
States. I am sure that if the teachers 
attend the theater in Cambridge they 
will not see the character of the priest 
represented as a hypocritical hero of 
amours, with a palm ever reaching out 
for the dollars, as is done in Havana. 
The fact that public sentiment toler- 
ates this, and that the audience invari- 
ably applauds this feature of the per- 
formance, tells a tale that should go 
far to relieve the anxiety of the most 
solicitous concerning the welfare of 
the Cuban abroad.” “By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” Surely the 
United States did not interpose any 
too soon to lift the pall of Spanish 
oppression and Romish degradation 
and superstition from the poor Cu- 
bans.—Religious Telescope, Dayton, 
Ohio, September 4, Igo0I. 
—_—_—__+o____ 

Tue ConveRTED CATHOLIC will be 
sent to Public Libraries and Y. M. C. 
A. Reading Rooms for 50 cts. a year. 
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SIMON PETER AND SIMON MAGUS CONSIDERED. 


BY MRS. MARTHA C. M. 


N comparing the dogmas and pre- 
tensions of the Church of Rome oi 
the present day with the teachings of 
Christ and the apostles, one is amazed 
at the daring inconsistencies and pro- 
fessions set forth and incorporated as 
infallible teachings of—let us call it, 
by way of interrogation—Peter's 
Church! What would Peter say to 
the title of “Holy Supreme Pontiff,” 
whose self assumed title, and which 
has so come down to us in Holy Writ, 
is ’A Sinful Man”! 

In some of the present Pope Leo’s 
various encyclicals we find the grant- 
ing of indulgences to his followers for 
recitation of certain prayers in the 
same sense as was the trade in indul- 
gences carried on by the indulgence 
monger Tetzel, of Luther’s time, 


whose money gains, through his de- 


ception of the people, were enormous ; 
and as the Simon Magus of the Apos- 
tle Peter’s time proposed to purchase 
from Peter certain gifts for money! 
Peter, the foundation, so declared 
by the Roman Church, and so declared 
to have been named by Christ as the 
Head, the Leader thereof, and of the 
long line of infallible popes, sharply 
rebuked the blasphemous proposal, in 
the words: “Thy money perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought that 
the gift of God may be purchased with 
money. Thou hast neither part nor 
lot in this matter, for thy heart is not 
right in the sight of God. Repent, 
therefore, of this thy wickedness, for 
I perceive that thou art in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 
So was the great Simon of Samaria 
silenced. He who had given out that 
he “was some great one, to whom all 


FISHER, WASHINGTON, D. C, 


the people gave heed, from the least to 
the greatest, saying—‘This man is the 
great power of God’!” We hear no 
more of the agitation of the money 
question in regard to gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, or prayers offered for rich or 
poor, living or dead. The recitation 
of numbers of prayers, counted with 
or without rosaries, was evidently in 
Peter’s day, not considered of special 
efficacy, or worthy the reward, even 
of indulgences ; how is it then possible 
that now in the clear dawn of the 
twentieth century indulgencies are be- 
ing peddled out by a Roman Pontiff, 
cardinals, monsignors, friars, priests, 
monks? 

What would Peter say to the pic- 
turesque, spectacular performance of 
Portiuncula???—one of the sacred 
plays of his church, and only intro- 
duced on the stage in this, the capital 
city of America’s great Republic, last 
year after the dedication of the Com- 
missariat of the Holy Land; this, be- 
ing a Franciscan Monastery on a 
giand scale, the requisite space and re- 
quirements are assured. Here, in this 
“chapel of the Holy Land” this spec- 
tacular, and surely more Thespian than 
Christian-like, performance now draws 
its thousands of curious onlookers! 

To explain in a word. It is a great 
Feast of Indulgencies limited in time to 
prescribed hours during the first and 
second days of August. It was 
granted to St. Francis on account of 
his excessive worship of the Virgin 
and the angels! So says Rome. Here, 
again, we have Peter’s own word for 
it that the angels had no real concep- 
tion of the wondrous plan of salva- 
tion of which the Holy Spirit testified 
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concerning the sufferings of Christ 
and the glory which should follow, 
saying, “which things the angels de- 
sire to look into,” and adds “Ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood 
of Christ.” How plain also is the 
warning of him whom Peter calls “our 
beloved brother Paul” in his notable 
words: “Let no man beguile you of 
your reward, in a voluntary humility 
and worshipping of angels, intruding 
into those things which he hath not 
seen, vainly puffed up by a fleshly 
mind and not holding the Head,” 
which he had just before declared to 
be Christ. 

‘This year of ours Lord—1g01—” The 
Indulgence of Portiuncula” has been 
advertised to extend from the first 
vespers of Our Lady of Angels—2 
o'clock P. M. on Thursday, August 1, 
to sunset the day following, August 2. 
According to the above mentioned 


church this indulgence is plenary, and 
but one is obtained for oneself, the 
others being for the benefit of souls in 


purgatory. There are conditions at- 
tached to these favors. The Francis- 
can Fathers at the monastery are to 
hear the stipulated confessions and re- 
ceive the moneys; holy communion is 
also a condition. A prayer is enjoined 
for the intention of the Pope, a litany, 
a decade of the Rosary or any prayers 
of similar length. These requisites 
accomplished the visits begin. A trip 
through the interior of the chapel to 
the outside and return constitutes one 
visit. The procession all through the 
prescribed hours is unending, and so 
the popular name, “In-and-Out Day,” 
well describes this holy feast! 

The history of its institution was 
lately given by one of the monks of 
the Commissariat to an inquirer: 
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“When St. Francis had restored the 
Church of St. Mary of the Angels he 
took up his aboce there on account of 
his great devotion to Our Lady. This 
was in 1216. One night he beheld in 
a vision our Lord and His blessed 
Mother surrounded by angels. Our 
Lord bade him ask what he would, and 
St. Francis, emboldened by this, re- 
quested that all who confessed their 
sins to a priest and received absolution 
and a penance should gain a plenary 
indulgence by visiting that little 
chapel. This was granted, our Lord 
directing him to go to the ‘Holy 
Father’ at Rome for confirmation of 
the indulgence. Honorious III, then 
Pope, approved, but limited the indul- 
gence to one natural day. Since then 
this great privilege,” added the monk, 
“has been extended to all Franciscan 
churches throughout the world.” 

When through the free gift of the 
Holy Spirit Peter, the first Pope— 
according to Roman dogma—was able 
to heal a lame man at the gate of the 
temple, before taking him by the hand 
to lift him up, seeing that he was poor 
and needy, exclaimed, “Silver an:l 
gold have I none, but such as I have 
give I thee.” And when a crowd of 
people ran to look on, greatly wonder- 
ing, this first Pope immediately dis- 
claimed all power or holiness as attach- 
ing to himself. With what holy honor 
would he have heard himself titled, 
“His Holiness”! What his query to 
the people? “Why do ye marvel or look 
so earnestly on us, as though by our 
own power or holiness we had done 
this’ —proceeding then to preach Jesus 
and Him only to all the people. No 
intercessory virgin, saint or angel did 
he ever introduce to his hearers! 

What is the real difference between 
Pope Leo XIII, issuing his indulgen- 
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ces and hiring prayers recited now, 
and the sin of Simon Magus as de- 
nounced by Peter? Where, the dif- 
ference between buying and selling in- 
dulgences, and between buying the 
power of the Holy Spirit? Where- 
in does the sin of Simon Magus differ 
from that of the decree, anathema, or 
plenary indulgence of a pope, cardinal, 
bishop or priest? The grace of God, 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, are with- 


out money, without price. They are 


free gifts of divine mercy and love. 
Where is the warrant for money pay- 
ments demanded by and paid to the 


priests of Rome for their prayers in all 
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the exigencies of this mortal life, and 
to get departed souls out of a Roman 
purgatory? Where did the Pope Peter 
teach any such doctrine? No gift of 
God can be bargained for money or 
any earthly whatever. 
“Thy money perish with thee.” That 
rebuke has never been revoked and the 
spirit that dictated it is still the spirit 
of the living Gospel—the eternal truth 
of Holy Writ, the ever blessed witness 
for Christ and doctrine ! 
Here are Christ’s own gracious words 
of overflowing love—‘Come unto Me 


all who are weary and heavy laden, 
and / will give vou rest.” 


possessions 


Christian 


By courtesy of the New York Evangelist. 


GEORGE TYBOUT PURVES, D.D. 


Late Pastor Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York City. 


The 


guished 


sudden death of this distin- 
minister, the successor of 
the late Dr. John Hall, has been a 
affliction to the Fifth Avenue 
Church, as well as to his family and 
Dr. only 49 


years old when he died, September 24. 


sore 


friends. Purves was 


After filling some of the largest pul- 
pits in the Presbyterian Church, he 
was elected professor in Princeton 
Seminary in 1892; and after the death 
of the great John Hall, he was chosen 


last year as his successor in the pas- 
torate of the Fifth Avenue Church. 













The Converted Catholic. 289 












REMEDIES FOR ROMANISM, minds of men from the simplicity and 
the purity that is in Christ (2 Cor., xi, 
2, 3), apart from which we cannot 

How shall we, as Evangelical touch the sublimities of our holy 
Christians, counteract the Romaniz- faith. 


BY REV. G. CAMPBELL MORGAN, 





REV. G. CAMPBELL MORGAN, 


ing movement in our midst? We look Underneath the doings and the 
upon that movement as one of the teachings of the Romish Church 
greatest perils that threatens both there is a foundation of truth, and 
Church and State. The Romish apos- this makes the whole thing so diffi- 
tasy began with corruption of the cult to deal with. Yet the fact just 
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stated indicates the line along which, 
by God’s grace, we may successfully 
combat a movement which is founded 
in the obscuring of Christian verities 
and in playing upon the needs of the 
human heart. When Divine truth is 
not fully declared, helpless men turn 
We must seek to 
bring truth to light, that it may con- 
tradict error. 


to counterfeits. 


LONGING FOR AUTHORITY. 


The dogma of Papal Infallibility is 
based upon human longing for au- 
thority in some final word to satisy 
the questioning heart of man. But 
that dogma denies the office of the 
Holy Spirit as Administrator of the 
affairs of the Church in the absence 
of Jesus Christ, and degrades the idea 
of the Catholic Church by implying 
that one man can comprehend within 
himself all truth. Correction of the 
error will be found by practically rec- 
egnizing the presence of the Holy 
Ghost in the midst of God’s people; 
and realization of that truth will bring 
about the renunciation of worldly 
methods of service. Until this be done 
platiorm protests will be powerless to 
save the nation from the paralysis of 
Popery. 

Sacerdotalism claims that so-called 
priests have certain rights of access 
to God which are denied to other 
men. These pretensions are based 
upon the soul's desire for spiritual 
Here the fulness of the 
work of Christ is denied, as well as 


guidance. 


the administrative power of the Holy 
Spirit in the believer. The error con- 
fines sacramental grace to a narrow 
rivulet, concealing the fact that grace 
flows through the whole Catholic 
Church of Jesus Christ. We are to 
correct it by returning to the doctrine 





The Converted Catholic. 


of the Divine immanence in every be- 
iiever, and by insisting upon the duty 
of each to seek to know the mind of 
God, immediately and directly, con- 
cerning every detail of life. 

Young people sometimes come and 
ask me, “Do you think I may go to 
the theater?” My answer is twofold. 
First, I reply, “I do not know; ask 
your Lord when you are alone with 
Him.” And then, “If you ask me 
whether J can go, the reply is, Cer- 
tainly not.” I decline to decide a sin- 
gle question of conduct for any one. 
It is so easy to take the decision of 
others in such matters; but a strong 
character is never made, and the will 
of God is never done, in that way. 
You cannot realize what it is to be “a 
man in Christ,” unless you learn to 
wait amid the silence of a great per- 
plexity until the voice of God sounds 
in your soul. When we reach that 
point, the priest loses his occupation. 


THE CONFESSIONAL IN PLACE OF THE 
CROSS. 


The confessional finds acceptance 
in our land with thousands of men 
and women, principally the latter. It 
recognizes sin as an act of rebellion 
with consequences beyond the control 
of the sinner, and is reared upon hu- 
man craving for pardon. What is 
wrong about it? The confessional 
delegates a power which has never 
been given by God to man, blunting 
the conscience, and setting sin in a 
false light. One sentence only upon 
a grave side of the question—the 


practice carries an awful possibility 
I need not dwell upon 
that last shocking and awful fact. The 
corrective is to be found in proclaim- 
ing the atoning value of the Cross of 
Christ, for immediate and direct par- 


of sinning. 
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don of sin confessed to God alone. 

There is a close connection be- 
tween the sacerdotal pretension of the 
“priest” and that rationalistic theol- 
ogy which drops the Cross out of its 
preaching; for the latter has served 
the former, while professing to fight 
it. We must get back to the declara- 
tion, everywhere and at all times, that, 
without shedding of blood, there is 
no remission. It is quite time that we 
were done with the false thing called 
“culture,” which abhors the doctrine 
of 

ATONEMENT BY BLOOD. 
When the doctrine, in its necessity 
and direct results, is faithfully preach- 
ed, the confessional will have no place 
among us. 

Take that which, called by its right 
name, is termed the Mass. The writ- 
ings of Romish mystics discover a 
seeking for actual contact and com- 
munion of man with God; and this 
doctrine of the Mass, false as it is 
blighting, is founded upon the heart’s 
true hunger for comradeship with 
Christ. The doctrine degrades eter- 
nal and spiritual things to a material 
and sensual level, and creates a new 
idolatry. 

The remedy is, that we preach and 
live in spiritual fellowship with the 
Father and with His Son, as the con- 
stant habit of our life. Then should 
there be no room for the false idea 
which robs men of their true com- 
munion, and leaves them out of 
touch with God. While there is need 
for exposure and denunciation of the 
vileness of the Romish system, it 
must be ours, as Evangelical Chris- 
tians, to bear clear and full testimony 
to the positive truths which center in 
Christ.—London Christian, September 


12, 190. 
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Fruits of Compulsory Celibacy. 


BY REV. T. FENWICK, WOODBRIDGE, 
CANADA. 

Connected with the Chrétien Fran- 
¢ais, which is published in Paris, isa 
bookstore. One of the works sold at 
it is entitled “Le Célibat, Le Prétre 
et la Femme” (“Celibacy, The Priest 
and Woman”). As I had read Chini- 
quy’s, of a kindred nature—“Le 
Prétre, la Femme et le Confessional 
(“The Priest, Woman and the Con- 
fessional”)—I wished to compare the. 
two. I, accordingly, sent to Paris for 
a copy of the first-mentioned, which 
I now have. It is a much larger work 
than Chiniquy’s. The writer—one 
Fortuné Chavard—goes more fully 
into his subject than the other does. 
The two are, however, in perfect ac- 
cord. 

I would like to give a few ex- 
tracts from Chavard’s work, but I 
am sure that they would astonish, 
shock, horrify, and disgust my read- 
ers. Our Lord says: “An evil man 
out of the evil treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth evil things.” Of the 
truth of this, the “holy fathers”—so 
called—mentioned in the volume, are 
a most striking illustration. 

He mentions a large number of 
priests who, from 1861 to 1878, were 
punished by the laws of the land for 
acts of licentiousness. He says, how- 
ever, that his list is not at all a com- 
plete one, and further, that “for one 
priest caught in the act of outrage 
on decency, a thousand and more es- 
cape punishment from the laws.” 

In most instances, the punishment 
was imprisonment with hard work, 
to which a fine was sometimes added, 
and the imprisonment was of differ- 
ent lengths, from a few months on, 
to one for life. 
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A Distinguished Priest. 
The Rev. William Wilson, a 
clergyman of the Church of England, 
whom we had the pleasure of meet- 
ing in and visited 


London, who 


Christ’s Mission several years ago, 


in a letter to the London English 
Churchman, of August 29, 1901, said: 
Sir: 

Will you please give me space to 
place before your numerous readers 
a circumstance which will disprove 
statements that are often made by 
the members of the Church of Rome, 
and which seem to be believed by 
many unthinking Protestants, name- 
ly, that the priests and people who 
leave their Church are persons who 
have been excommunicated or find 
themselves about to be excommuni- 
cated, and that then they become 
Protestants. The contrary, however, 
is the truth, as the subjoined account 
of a priest who has just abandoned 
the Church of Rome will show. I 
it after conference with Rev. 
James A. O’Connor, of 142 West 
Twenty-first street, New York, who 
has lately been in London. “Father” 
O’Connor left the Church of Rome 
about twenty-two years ago, after he 
had served some ten years as a priest 
in that communion. From that date 
to the present he has carried on a 
most successful war with Rome, in 
which God has abundantly blessed his 
labors, as by his mission services and 
magazine, THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
Lic (a periodical that should be in 
every Protestant reading-room) he 
has been the means of bringing large 
numbers of priests and their people 
out of the darkness of Rome into the 
glorious light and liberty of the Gos- 
pel. Many of these priests are now 
devoted ministers of Protestant 


send 


churches, honored and trusted by 
their people. Now, at the close of 
twenty-two years’ heavy plodding in 
his Master’s service, Mr. O’Connor 
has come to London for a short pe- 
riod of rest, and with the intention of 
visiting various parts of Europe for 
the purpose of taking counsel with 
others who were once Roman Catho- 
lics, but who are now, like himself, 
laboring for the salvation of their 
former co-religionists. When Mr. 
O’Connor arrived in London, two 
priests, of foreign nationality, called 
upon him, and were desirous to learn 
the Gospel plan of salvation. The 
following is an account of one of 
these gentlemen, who speaks Croa- 
tian, Russian, Italian, Spanish. He 
obtained his diploma of B.A. at the 
age of seventeen years in his native 
town, and continued his studies in the 
University, where he obtained high 
honors in Greek and Hebrew, as well 
as other studies. In 1891 he was 
ordained priest and taught logic and 
philosophy for three years. In 1894 


he founded a newspaper to advance 
the interests of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The newspaper prospered, 
but certain articles seemed objection- 
able to the political leaders, and the 
priest was called up before the 
bar of the senate, which threat- 
ened to suspend the paper. The 
people almost raised a riot in his de- 
fence, and surrounded the senate by 
thousands. He was let off, after hav- 
ing made a stirring speech for the 
liberty of the Press, and received the 
special thanks of the Papal Nuncio 
and the encomiums of eleven other 
bishops. 

[Now this gentkman wishes to 
withdraw from the Roman Catholic 
Church, and he has applied to Mr. 
O’Connor for admission into his 
Christ’s Mission home, where so 
many other priests have been re- 
ceived from the Church of Rome.] 
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ROME’S GREAT FAILURE. 


T is very notable, as showing a cer- 
| tain trend of serious thought, for 
which there must be some em- 
phatic cause, that our great novelists 
seem impelled to gravitate Rome- 
wards for climacteric topics. Marion 
Crawford, Marie Corelli, Zola, and 
Hall Caine have all recently made 
the Eternal City the scene of their 
masterpieces. Why should Rome 
thus have the same effect on these 
minds as on the historian, the tour- 
ist, and the religionist? The Church 
of England is under a spell which 
makes all ecclesiasticism of the cere- 
monial kind center in the Vatican. 
Therevivalof Romanism in this coun- 
try was the most conspicuous record 
of the last century. It is very im- 
portant that we should come to a 
right apprehension of the position, 
and should be able to form a correct 
estimate of the prospect, so far as the 
spiritual situation of the civilized 
world is concerned. If the religious 
aspect is favorable, the political may 
be left to take care of itself. If 
Christendom is unfaithful to itself as 
the world’s repository of the true 
faith, then the whole outlook for 
humanity may be despaired of. And 
the thoughtful student of historical 
evidences knows very well, unless 
his mind is distorted by prejudice, 
that the world’s happiness depends 
on emancipation from that political 
priestcraft which has its pivot in the 
citadel of the Curia. For Romanism 
means the slavery of the human con- 
science under the yoke of a secular 
power disguised with the mask of 
sacerdotalism. Therefore, we pro- 
pose to test the position by examin- 
ing the pretensions of Rome to suc- 


cess just where human liberty also 
professes to have found its grandest 
field of triumph. 

On two countries of Christendom 
the Pope has during our own time 
centered his most ardent hopes. One 
of these belonged formerly to Rome, 
for Britain was a Catholic realm. Her 
allegiance was transferred to Christ 
at the Reformation. The other hope- 
ful nation is the American Republic. 
This has never been under the spir- 
itual power of the Vatican, but its 
ecclesiastical conquest takes equal 
rank in the aspirations of the Roman 
Curia with the recovery of England. 
Of late it has been quite a fashionable 
and flattering assumption on the part 
of ardent Roman propagandists that 
immense success is crowning their ef- 
fortsin the U.S. A., while many timid 
Protestants record the fact that Ro- 
manism is “making daring aggres- 
sions” along all lines in America. But 
the best information emphatically 
contradicts this statement. It does 
not coincide with fact at all, but only 
with imagination in some minds and 
ambition in others. So excellent an 
authority as Dr. B. B. Tyler, now of 
Denver, Colorado, who for many 
years was a well-known New York 
minister, declares that Romanism is 
steadily losing ground in his country. 
He says that the losses of the Roman 
Catholic churches in 
enormous. 


America are 
Their own best writers 
say that if they had held their own— 
thatis, if they had retained immigrant 
Catholics and their children—there 


would now be a population of 35,000,- 


000 of Catholics instead of only 
8,000,000 at the most. Accordingly, 
though many European Romanists 
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havé dreamt of the capture of the 
grand American Union, the laments 
of Catholics in that land over their 
losses are pathetic. Protestantism is 
steadily gaining. Romanism does not 
keep pace with the growth of popula- 
tion. Dr. Tyler says of the State of 
Colorado that “the names of towns, 
cities, and counties in all this western 
country tell that a few years ago the 
Catholic controlled every- 
thing in this part of the world. It 
certainly does not do so now.” One 
fact is not generally known in Eng- 
land which is worth mentioning. The 
most disreputable institution in the 
United States is the saloon, or low 
liquor shop, and the vast majority of 


Roman 


saloon-keepers in that country are 


Roman Catholics. Any American, if 
asked which was the greatest single 
evil in his land, would be sure to say 
“the liquor saloon.” And the Ro- 
manist authorities know that this ac- 
counts in some measure for the ruin 
of their cause. The saloon is not en- 
dorsed by the Church. The Pope 
has given his benediction to the Cath- 
olic Total Abstinence Union of Amer- 
ica. For this, of course, he deserves 
credit, but it is not to be supposed 
that the Pope is personally in favor 
of total abstinence. Nobody ever 
writes about his domestic life without 
telling us that he twice a day, at din- 
ner and supper, takes a cup of old 
Burgundy wine. Our Archbishop of 
Canterbury not only patronizes the 
British teetotalers, but rigidly prac- 
tices what he advocates. It is to be 
feared that amongst Romanists, 
though splendid orators and workers 
cause of Nephalism, have 
arisen, the ecclesiastical conflict with 
the drink terror is motived by policy 
rather than principle. This is the 


in the 
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weakness of Popery. Ireland has no 
successoramongthe priests to Father 
Mathew, and therefore his wonderful 
work has never been sustained. The 
Catholic clergy failed to adopt this. 
principle, and the redemption of Ire- 
land was never accomplished. But 
in America another policy has beem 
pursued. Why? For a reason only 
too evident. Ireland mainly belongs- 
to the Pope, and therefore Rome is. 
languid enough in its protests against 
intemperance; America has to be 
won for the Catholic Church, and the- 
clergy all know that drunken priests 
and people can never consummate so- 
magnificent a capture. 

Will Rome ever recover her des- 
potic spiritual power and return the 
free peoples of Christendom to the 
thraldom of conscience which is the 
cardinal condition of popery? Assur- 
edly Rome can never more thus sway 
the world. She has lost that prophetic 
paramountcy so luridly portrayed in 


the imagery with which she is 
surely identified by the great ma- 
jority of interpreters.. The beast 


on which the scarlet woman rode has 
turned upon her. No longer does the 
Queen of the Great Apostasy sit ex- 
alted and enthroned amongst peoples 
grovelling in the ashes of their own 
greatness. Austria and Spain have 
forfeited the supremacy which in: 
turn they possessed, and the “Los 
von Rom” movement and the Anti- 
Clerical Agitation now stirring those 
two countries respectively prove that 
they realize how Catholicism has 
robbed them of their national glory. 
These were the favorite “Daughters 
of the Church.” It is because of the- 
influence of Spain that South Amer- 
ica is a colossal Catholic preserve, 
and that Mexico is a home of. priest-- 
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craft as well as of cock-fighting and 
bull-fighting. But the fidelity of the 
Iberian peoples is weakened, for 
Spaniards and Portuguese alike are 
quivering with anti-papal excitement. 
Europe is full of saddening signs for 
the Pontiff. What is going on in the 
United States shows that whatever is 
friendly to human progress is an im- 
placable enemy to popery. A free 
press, free schools, a free ballot, free 
thought, free speech, a free Church, 
an open Bible—these are deadly foes 
of the Roman Catholic Church. Pop- 
pies may flaunt their crimson in a 
cornfield, but the victory is with the 
wheat, and it is a cornfield after all, 
and nobody mistakes it for a poppy 
garden. Statistics show that the Ro- 
man Church is fatally sick in every 
free country. Rome as an ecclesias- 
tical institution is slowly dying. It is 
an effete and out-of-date institution. 
Those Protestant orators and writers 
who are constantly seeking to horrify 
their own Protestant community by 
parading the hypothetical perils of a 
coming Ultramontane or Jesuit vic- 
tory in this country are wasting much 
time and often much real ability. The 
result of the insidious Ritualist con- 
spiracy will not be the wholesale per- 
version of the Anglican Church, but 
a very different consummation, for it 
will be the disestablishment and dis- 
endowment of that communion. The 
analogies of history alone indicate 
thatsucha consummation must come. 
Britain never was a docile subject of 
the Pope’s, even in the days of King 
John’s degrading servility. The rec- 
ord of the Roman Catholic Church is 
a very vile one, notwithstanding the 
beautyand sanctity of individual lives. 
The verdict of the popular consensus 
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of feeling in all lands has pronounced 
its doom. Even where it yet keeps 
its ascendency it retains only the alle- 
giance of female piety, the massive 
manhood of the nations having every- 
where deserted it. The Americans no 
longer fear it. They even utilize it, 
welcoming the help of any Catholic 
in any humanitarian agency. There 
are elements of good in Catholicism, 
and it is only just that they should 
be recognized and encouraged. Nev- 
ertheless, the cruelty of the Philips, 
the Alvas, the Borgias, the Leos, and 
the subtle hostility of Romanism to 
the principles of national justice and 
righteousness have secured a doom 
which cannot be averted, for churches 
and nations inherit their retribution 
in this world, individuals in the next. 
—Christian Commonwealth, London, 


August 29, 1901. 


—~»--oe—__—__ 


On renewing his subscription a good 


friend in Philadelphia says: 

“T have been a reader of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC for a year or more, 
and take pleasure in saying that it is 
one of the most interesting periodicals 
that comes to my writing table. It 
is not often that a busy man encounters 
a magazine that compels him to read 
every page. I have been doing that to 
your Magazine ever since | became a 
subscriber, and can testify to the good 
quality of your publication, and also to 
the fact that unlike so many religious 
papers it does not contain advertise- 
ments of indecent quack remedies and 
fraudulent money-making schemes, 
and is therefore fit to enter respectable 
homes and to be read by all the fam- 
ily. The information it contains is 
such as cannot be found elsewhere, so 
that both in matter and manner your 
Magazine is a credit to you and a 


great benefit to your readers. 
“With best wishes. M. W.” 
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A DEATH BLOW TO THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN FRANCE. 


BY A, 


HERE is no public act which has 
caused greater consternation 
for some years in the Catholic ranks 
as the measure recently taken by the 
French Government against the re- 
ligious orders. The press of Rome 
all over the world has been so full of 
protest and violent inflammatory arti- 
cles against the new law as to have 
filled the pages of Catholic reviews 
and journals. The universal outcry 
against the republican government 
which dared to pass such a law in the 
teeth of a strong opposition, and at 
the very time when the pubiic insti- 
tutions of France were menaced by 
anti-republican conspirators in con- 
sequence of the Dreyfus affair, shows 
that the law is deep and far reaching 
in its effects, and that the creatures 
of Rome and Catholicism dread its 
consequences. 
In order to rightly understand the 


law passed by the French Senate and 


Chamber of Deputies last June we 
must examine some of its clauses. It 
contains two cardinal points whose 
provisions, if carried out, mean the 
death-b!ow administered to the Jesu- 
itic and Assumptionist associations 
and to all religious orders working in 
the France. 
Those two points are, first, the dec- 


interests of Rome in 
iaration that all religious associations 
of whatever kind must submit to the 
general laws of the republic and obey 
the prescriptions laid down for the 
formation of all corporate societies; 
secondly, it ordains that all religious 
institutions in the country must sub- 
mit to the inspection, approval and 


control of the bishop in whose dio- 
cese they are established, and it pro- 
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vides that no religious association 
which professes obedience to a supe- 
rior residing outside of France shall 
be authorized to exist in the country. 

These two provisions of the law 
strike at the very root of the religious 
orders of the Catholic Church. They 
have lived and flourished in the past 
by defying the laws, by pretending 
that they had a right to innumerable 
privileges, exemptions and favors. It 
was only last February that quite a 
stir was made in Paris by the refusal 
of the Passionists, who have a con- 
vent at No. 50 avenue Hoche, to pay 
the taxes imposed by the State on 
their property, as the estate of any 
other corporation would have been 
taxed. For two years they had ‘re- 
fused to pay, but at last the govern- 
ment gave the fathers to understand 
that it meant to carry out the law, and 
a notice was published in all the pa- 
pers by the collector of taxes that in 
two weeks the convent and other 
property of the monks would be sold 
at a public auction. The Passionists, 
it is needless to say, quickly came 
forward when they saw the govern- 
ment was in earnest and paid the re- 
quired tax, which had risen to a sum 
of $20,000. 

Thus we see why the monks have 
raised such an outcry against the new 
law and vigorous measures of the 
government. Is it possible, they say, 
that we shall have to pay taxes and 
that we shall be treated like other 
citizens? The government answers 
firmly, yes, and it is only just that 
you who receive as much protection 
as other citizens should bear the same 
burdens. 
















ut the second provision of the new 
law excites still greater fear among 
the religious orders and reveals the 
real nature of their organization. 
What should be more in accord with 
their religious sentiments than to 
submit to the bishops of the diocese 
in which they live. If their faith is 
the same as that of the bishop, if they 
believe in all the sacraments, ceremo- 
nies and circumstances of the Catho- 
lic worship, why not liye on a fraternal 
footing with the bishops and the other 
priests in the diocese? The answer is 
very plain. The monks have, since 
the establishment of the Jesuits, be- 
come the creatures of Rome, the spe- 
cial protegés and instruments of the 
popes, and the latter have often relied 
more on the monks to uphold their 
authority in different countries of the 
world than upon the bishops. The re- 
ligious orders thus form a phalanx 
of fanatical supporters of the Pope 
in the four quarters of the world; they 
acted as spies upon the bishops and 
the secular clergy, and Rome in re- 
turn showered favors, privileges and 
exemptions on the monks, whose su- 
periors became more powerful than 
the bishops. 

This explains the great outcry of 
the Catholic press against the new 
law, and also the fact that the moment 
it was mentioned that it would em- 
body these two provisions the Catho- 
lic papers in Europe and America 
cried out that it meant the expulsion 
of the religious orders from the soil 
of France. 

They made no mistake in thus 
measuring the consequences of the 
law. It meant the expulsion of the 
religious orders from France, or else 
their transformation into religious 
bodies more in accord with modern 
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society. The best thing that could 
have happened to them was to expel 
them or modify their constitutions so 
as to resemble a commercial body, for 
commercial bodies they have really 
become. It is sad to think to what 
depths they have sunk. Only last yeat 
one of these orders, feeling the need 
of more money and not knowing what 
new object of religious traffic to in- 
vent, got up a religious plaster called 
the plaster of our Lady of Lourdes. 
It seems that this plaster was made 
up out of ordinary linseed and boiled 
in water to which a few drops of real 
or supposed water of Lourdes were 
added. The plaster was offered for 
sale by the monks on the missions in 
country towns at prices varying from 
2to 5 francs, and the miraculous pow- 
ers it was supposed to contain were 
the healing of rheumatism, asthma, 
The 


plaster, however, did not take com- 


pneumonia and consumption. 


mercially, as the daily papers ridiculed 
it too much, and a bishop was obliged 
to interfere and prevent the scandal- 
ous traffic. 

Another religious order, that of the 
Fathers of the Precious Blood, have 
discovered the commercial value of 
the “Blood of Christ,” if the thing can 
be so described without blasphemy. 
They obtained from Rome authoriza- 
tion to publish certain indulgences 
attached to the Precious Blood, and 
the faithful were invited to pay cer- 
tain alms in return for which the fa- 
thers guaranteed that so many drops 
of blood would be secured to the con- 
tributors for their salvation. The 
most famous traffickers are the monks 
of Grenoble, called the monks of the 
Grand Chartreuse. Instead of indul- 
gences they have invented a liquor 
which has been for more than a cen- 
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tury famous the world over, and out 
of which they have drawn enormous 
profits. The extent of their industry 
may be measured by the fact that 
they contribute 15,000,000 francs an- 
nually in taxes to the State. When 
the Pope is in want of funds his last 
resource is always to call upon the 
monks of the “Grand Chartreuse,” 
and they can invariably supply him 
with a few millions. 
thus 


The monks be- 
commercial bodies, the 
French Government was fully justi- 
fied in demanding that their associa- 
tions should be subjected to the same 
formalities in their 


ing 


constitutions as 
business establishments. At the same 
time it has revealed the deplorable 
condition to which these religious in- 
stitutions have fallen, and young men 
will see more clearly what is the real 


nature and pursuit of a religious 
order. 
But the order which directly 


brought on the catastrophy was that 
of the Assumptionists. They specu- 
lated both on the political and com- 
mercial power of the press, and by 
cunningly appealing to the fanatical 
ideas of the rural clergy all over 
France they succeeded in establishing 
some 300 newspapers, invading all the 
communes of France with their pub- 
lications. The nobility and other dis- 
contented elements at once saw the 
power of the new press organization. 
They took sides with them and the 
clergy, and for a moment, precisely 
during the Dreyfus agitation, there 
was no more powerful combination 
than that of the Assumptionists. Min- 
isters, generals, and agents of the pre- 
tenders to the throne were diligent 
visitors at the offices of the good fa- 
thers, and they became the great con- 


spirators against the republic. A few 
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months more of negligence on the 
part of the government might have 
brought on a sanguinary revolution 
in France. Happily, in Waldeck 
Rousseau, a strong hand was found 
to bring the conspirators to light and 
to stem the revolutionary movement. 
The Assumptionists were brought up 
fér judgment in spite of the powerful 
influences they had to support them, 
and their political creatures were con- 
demned by a high court of justice in 
the legislature. The act saved France, 
and it is remarkable how quiet things 
have been in the country since the in- 
trigues of the monks have been re- 
vealed and their efforts frustrated. 
Waldeck Rousseau saw that they 
had become a great danger to the 
public peace; their insolence had be- 
come unbearable; in the schools as 
well as in the churches the monks 
were everywhere working to over- 
throw the republic. It was, therefore, 
his duty to strike a blow at the monks, 
and he has done it by the new law. 
It was a sure blow, and the monks 
will probably never recover from it. 
Already they see that the government 
intends to apply it strictly, and as 
they have been deprived of their fa- 
vorite field in France they are pre- 
paring to emigrate to other countries 
in search of new pastures. There is no 
doubt that many of them will try to 
settle in the United States, which has 
become the promised land for them. 
There is no country in the world at 
present where the religious orders of 
the Catholic Church find a more fa- 
vorable ground than in America. It 


is sad to think of this. The citizens 


of the United States have too vague 
a notion of the interior policy and 
secret aims pursued by the religious 
They 


orders of the Catholic Church. 
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allow them freely to establish them- 
selves, to receive recruits and to lay 
the foundation of their future power. 

But some day it will be seen that 
the citizens of our free country have 
been wrong in permitting the monks 
thus quietly to establish themselves. 
When they least expect it they will 
find that the monks hold under their 
control the votes of 5,000,000 or 10,- 
000,000 people, that they have be- 
come a political power of respectable 
proportions, and that they make the 
Catholic bishops and clergy march ac- 
cording to the orders from Rome. 
What has been bad in every country 
where the monks have been firmly 
established will also be bad in the 
United States. The monks who, dur- 


ing the last two centuries, have been 
alternately expelled from every Eu- 
ropean country, must have something 
radically evil in them, and they will 


not be long in showing it in America. 
Let us hope that our rulers will soon 
perceive the dangers to which they 
expose the country, the violent agi- 
tations which will be produced the 
moment the monks, who are now try- 
ing to establish themselves in every 
State and county of the Union, have 
taken off the mask. Prevention is 
better than cure, and it would be well 
if measures were taken to prevent the 
establishment of more monasteries in 
the different States, for they are hot- 
beds of religious fanaticism, intoler- 
ance and subjection to Rome. 

As for France, they have probably 
received their death-blow by the new 
law. They will never again recover 
their former strength. The republic 
has measured them at their true value 
and has treated them as they de- 
served. It is not likely that they will 
ever again become a formidable men- 
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ace to the public peace there, and 
Rome will also suffer by it. The Popes 
will lose one of their strongest sup- 
ports and a mine of wealth which in 
the past was always ready to help 
them in the moment of need. To 
strike at the religious orders is to 
strike at Rome, and when their power 
vanishes: that of Rome also begins a 
period of decline. It was an unex- 
pected move on the part of the repub- 
lican government of France to make 
such an attack on the stronghold of 
the papacy, but what has been done 
is well done; it is the work of God 
and will prove not only of great bene- 
fit to the French people, but an ex- 
ample for other governments to fol- 
low when the monks become too 
insolent and pretend to rule the 
nations. 


Mr. Morgan’s Work. 

It is with more than ordinary 
pleasure that we publish the contri- 
bution of the Rev. G. Campbell Mor- 
gan in this issue. As our readers 
know, Mr. Morgan has come to this 
country to take up in part the evan- 
gelistic work of the late Mr. Moody 
at Northfield and throughout the 
United States. He was pastor of a 
great church in London and was in 
constant request as an evangelist in 
Great Britain, but when the call came 
to him from Northfield, his admira- 
tion and love for Mr. Moody and the 
marvelous work of that great man 
induced him to accept it. Mr. Mor- 
gan is a Welshman by birth, is in the 
prime of life, and is one of the most 
gifted speakers that ever appeared at 
the Northfield Conferences. His 
charming personality won all hearts, 
and his work as a preacher, evangel- 
ist and teacher of the Word of God, 
which is of highest order, without 
any fads, will be a blessing to the 
churches in the United States. 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTER TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


FIFTH SERIES. 
XXIV. 


SCOTLAND, September, 1901. 

S1r:—By a coincidence to which I do not attach any importance further 
than the purpose of this letter, you and I were in Ireland at the same time last 
August. In the early part of the month I had heard of you in London, but I 
looked in vain for notices in the press of your sayings and doings, such as 
would appear in the American papers. It was only a Roman Catholic paper 
that announced that you had been the guest of the minister of one of the 
South American republics in London, and that you had kept very quiet while 
in that city. One reason for thus hiding your light under a bushel was said 
to be the attitude of the Irish Nationalist (Roman Catholic) members of Par- 
liament toward the war in South Africa. While many Englishmen expressed 
regret at the condition of affairs in South Africa and their dissatisfaction with 
the Government in the conduct of the war, no representative body had gone 
so far as to send envoys to President Kruger and wish success to the Boers. 
This the Irish Roman Catholics and their representatives in the British 
Parliament had done. Not that they loved the Bible-reading Boers 
more, but they loved England less, and rejoiced in her troubles. But the 
English Catholics supported the Government. The Duke of Norfolk, the 
foremost Catholic in England, resigned his position as Postmaster-General 
and went to South Africa as a volunteer soldier. So did many other English- 
men of the old Catholic families. It was well known that Cardinal Vaughan’s 
sympathies were also with the Government in the prosecution of the war; and 
though you had made no declaration on the subject, and therefore your senti- 
ments were not known, your silence was accepted as indicative of your lean- 
ing toward the policy of the Irish Nationalists, whom you dared not openly 
oppose. So you kept quiet in London. But in Ireland you made some ad- 
dresses, in which you confined yourself to Church matters—the loyalty of the 
Irish people to the religion of Rome, etc. To a sentence in one of these 
speeches I shall presently refer. 

Another reason for your silence in England and your cool reception by 
Cardinal Vaughan and his followers was your refusal to adopt his course in 
affording a refuge for the religious orders who are leaving France rather 
than obey the law recently passed by the Government of our sister republic 


for their regulation. About the time of your arrival in London the following 
item appeared in the press of that city: 


The exiled priests of the Religious Orders in France are settling down 
quietly in England, Belgium and other countries, which will benefit by their 
exemplary labors. What France has lost these other countries will gain. 
It is stated by the “Italie” that Cardinal Vaughan has offered the Assump- 
tionist Fathers in London a parish, and that the offer has been accepted. 


The word “exemplary” shows that the item was written by a Roman 
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Catholic. It is well known that there are many Jesuitical agents, or at least 
favorers and favorites of Rome, in the London press, as in that of New York. 
In an Irish Catholic paper there appeared about the same time this interesting 
—and, for Protestant England, startling—information: 

The Malevolent Associations Bill directed against the religious orders of 
France, is now having its effect. A party of Benedictine monks from France 
have reached the Isle of Wight, and proceeded to Appuldurcombe, lying be- 
tween Ventnor and Shanklin. The Benedictines had procured by purchase 
or lease the extensive residence on the side of the Down known as Appuldur- 
combe, built about a hundred years ago by the Earl of Yarborough and 
occupied for some time by the Yarborough family. Here a French body of 
Benedictines are going to form an English settlement. The building is situ- 
ated in one of the most delightful spots in the Isle of Wight, partly hidden 
among gigantic elms, and well removed from the houses of the adjacent 
village of Wroxall. It is stated that altogether over eighty brethren will be 
accommodated at Appuldurcombe. 

The law passed by the French Republic is entitled the “Religious Asso- 
ciations Bill,” and it is rather cheap wit for the Romish writer to style it the 
“Malevolent Associations.” But unconsciously he hit the mark, for those re- 
ligious orders in every country are malevolent toward any form of govern- 
ment which they cannot control in the interests of Rome and in furtherance 
of the papal policy to subjugate the human race wherever a love of liberty is 
asserted by the people. 

Thick and fast come reports from other parts of England that French 
monks and nuns, Jesuits, Assumptionists, Franciscans, etc., etc., were settling 
in that country, and much comment (and some indignation) was aroused by 
the fact that Cardinal Vaughan had extended a special invitation to Father 
Bailly, the superior of the Assumptionists, the chief of all the offenders and 
conspirators against whom the bill passed by the French Government was 
directed. 

Your presence in Rome, Cardinal, at the time this law was enacted in 
France, and your subsequent visit to London, naturally gave rise to the ex- 
pectation that you would follow the example of Cardinal Vaughan and invite 
some of those “malevolent” orders (I thank your scribe for that word) to the 
United States. But you did not. You knew there would be an outcry against 
you, personally, as well as against the monks and the whole Church of Rome, 
and as you like to pose before the American people as a “liberal” Catholic, a 
man of modern ideas, a broad-minded churchman, a courteous ecclesiastic who 
addresses Protestants as “Christian brethren”—“Yours in Christ” to the edi- 
tors of religious papers, like Drs. Ward, of the /ndependent, and the venerable 
Henry M. Field, of the Evangelist—you would not risk your popularity by 
extending a welcome to the enemies of the French Republic. So you did not 
invite to the United States the monks and nuns whom the French Govern- 
ment regarded as the most dangerous enemies of the Republican form of 
government. Therefore you were not persona grata to the heads of the re- 
ligious orders at Rome or to Cardinal Vaughan, who is afraid of them, and 
who had no “popularity” to lose in England. It must be comforting to your 
self-love that you are a far greater man in the United States than he is in 
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England. There he is the head of less than 2,000,000 Catholics, while you 
are a “Prince of the Church” that numbers 10,000,000 in our Republic. You 
left Rome in a frost, Cardinal, and your reception in England was equally 
cool. How you were received in the United States, I know not, as at this 
writing | am still far away from the land of my adoption, the land of my love, 
the glorious country where I have made my home for thirty-two years and to 
which, please God, I shall soon return, to labor for many years, I hope, and 
take a citizen’s part in all that conduces to the glory of God and the welfare 
‘of the Republic. 

Leaving aside for the present the consideration of the means by which 
you glossed over, for the American press and your own people, the coolness 
of your reception in Europe by your ecclesiastical brethren and the politicians, 
and hoping that, notwithstanding the disappointment you must have naturally 
felt, your trip was productive of good results in restored health and renewed 
strength for the work of your calling, let us turn to the country where you 
delivered some speeches, and were received with a certain warmth character- 
istic of the people—poor, unfortunate Ireland, the land of our fathers—of 
yours and mine, and of millions of American citizens who fondly dream of that 
“distressful country” becoming prosperous and happy some time or other, 
but who are doomed to disappointment while Rome rule prevails in three- 
fourths of the land. In one of your speeches, just prior to your departure 
from Queenstown, you advised the people not to emigrate to America, but to 
stay in their own country and work as hard as they would have to do in the 
United States and Canada, and their condition would be vastly improved. It 
is true, you said, that the Irish had spread “the faith” in America, but many 
had fallen away; and for one reason and another the Irish were not wanted 
in the United States. Of course, you meant the Irish Catholics. 

It is remarkable that six years ago when in Europe, you spoke in a simi- 
lar strain. At that time, after your return to America, you told the repre- 
sentatives of the press that you found the condition of the people in Ireland 
improved. “They were individually better off than before,” though “pastur- 
age had increased and tillage decreased, and sheep and cattle had taken the 
place of the people.” Your recent utterance is, therefore, but a repetition of 
your former statement. The Irish ought to stay at home. They are not and 
cannot be the factors in American life that they once were. There are now 
more Germans than Irish in New York and other large cities of the United 
States, and even the Irish are not quite the same as in their own country. 

While the Irish element is numerically the largest in the Roman Catholic 
Church in the United States, and three-fourths of the bishops and priests 
are of Irish birth or descent, it is an insignificant factor in the social, commer- 
cial and political life of America. Time was, and not so very long ago, when 
the Irish Catholic vote in all our large cities was so important that the poli- 
ticians deemed it expedient to place men of that nationality in nomination 
for various offices. We had Irish Catholic mayors in New York, Boston 
and other cities, and the minor municipal offices were filled by the same class. 
But while many of the latter are still clerks, school teachers, and members 
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of the police and fire departments, and street cleaners, the men chosen for 
the higher offices are generally Americans and Protestants. The corruption 
in American politics, of which so much is said in Europe, has been the work 
of the Irish Catholic element in the body politic, and decent men everywhere, 
including yourself, Cardinal, do not want any more of it. So you are wise in 
telling the Irish that they ought to stay at home. But you are the last person 
from whom the warning, “No Irish need apply,” should be heard, for without 
the Irish the Roman Catholic Church in the United States would be of small 
proportions. Of course, it is understood that you would like to see them 
industrious, prosperous and cultured. But when they arrive at that stage of 
civilization, no one knows better than yourself that they cease to be followers 
of the Pope. The educated, cultured Irish are not Roman Catholics. 

I was ten days in Ireland, and the experience of my visit to Belfast con- 
firmed all that I had heard of the progress, prosper';y and happiness of the 
people in the northern part of that country, the Protestant section. The 
contrast between it and the Roman Catholic districts was startling. I need 
not enter into details. A most competent observer has done that in a work 
recently published which has won the admiration of thinking men in Great 
Britain, and has been translated into European languages for the enlighten- 
ment of Protestants and Roman Catholics—at this writing the German ver- 
sion is ready for the press. I refer to “Five YEARS IN [RELAND—1895-1900,” 
by Mr. Michael J. F. McCarthy, B.A., T.C.D., Barrister-at-Law. Mr. Me- 
Carthy is a Roman Catholic Irishman who has the honesty and capacity to 
speak out what other Irishmen of the same faith refer to only with bated 
breath. Though not an attack on the Roman Church, it shows what the real 
grievances of Ireland are, and why the people in the South and West are not 
as prosperous and progressive as in Protestant Ulster. The book has created 
a sensation of the most healthy kind in Ireland, and it is read with great inter- 
est in England and Scotland by public men and thinkers who had followed 
Mr. Gladstone in his efforts to give Ireland home rule. That great man, if 
living, would be forced by such an array of facts as Mr. McCarthy brings to- 
gether in this volume, to see how Rome rule was the real grievance of Ireland 
and that there could be no hope of beneficial results from home rule while 
the people were held in bondage by the priests. I shall give some extracts 
from Mr. McCarthy’s book showing what the condition of Ireland is under 
Rome rule; but it must be in another letter, when I hope to be back in our 
great Republic that every citizen loves the more for being away for a time in 
other countries. Truly, I can say that absence makes the heart grow fonder 
of the land of the free, though my reception by friends in Europe, Christian 
friends who love the Lord and are zealous in His work, was most cordial and 
affectionate. So for the present, Cardinal, farewell. When I reach New 
York and again take up the blessed work of Christ’s Mission, I shall write 
you another letter. Yours truly, 


James A. O'Connor. 
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